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It’s a bell, it’s an umbrella, it’s a Basilica
The Pope won’t be visiting Beaumont soon, but if he did, Southeast Texas would be ready. The St. Anthony Cathedral Basilica, Beaumont, will officially be ready for a papal visit after the installation of the Papal Ombrellino and Papal Tintinnabulum in a 2 p.m. Mass Oct. 21 at the Cathedral Basilica.
The Centenary Mass and Basilica inauguration will be closing an eventful Jubilee year that celebrated 100 years of the Cathedral Basilica’s dedication, as well as the 40th anniversary of the Diocese of Beaumont and the elevation of the Cathedral to Minor Basilica status by Pope Benedict XVI in 2006. 
The ombrellino (umbrella) and tintinnabulum (bell) have both been blessed by the Pope. The bell and umbrella stand ready at every basilica, anticipating the arrival of the Pope at a basilica, his “home away from home.”
The Year of Jubilee began Sept. 10, 2006, with a Pontifical Mass of Thanksgiving and will close with the Centenary Mass at 2 p.m. Oct. 21 at St. Anthony Cathedral Basilica in downtown Beaumont. Visiting archbishops and bishops from across the country will also be in attendance to help celebrate the occasion, including Beaumont native Archbishop Joseph Fiorenza, retired from the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston and former president of the U.S. bishops’ conference. 

Within the past year, more than 143,000 people have congregated in St. Anthony Cathedral Basilica to visit and worship, or perhaps take in one of the many Jubilee musical events or lectures. An economic draw for Southeast Texas, the newly elevated Basilica brings much foot traffic to Beaumont. The Cathedral Basilica is a historical landmark, and many tourists and pilgrims are finding their way to Beaumont to view it for themselves.
All are invited to take part in this Jubilee Mass and reception following the Mass at the Recreation Convocation Center.
