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St. Anthony Cathedral Basilica’s Papal Ombrellino

The Cathedral Basilica’s Papal Ombrellino was blessed by Pope Benedict XVI on May 23, 2007. This half-opened umbrella is constructed of precious red and golden Belgium silk damask. The heraldic shields of Pope Benedict XVI, Bishop Curtis J. Guillory, S.V.D., the Diocese of Beaumont and the Cathedral Basilica of St. Anthony are embroidered on the ombrellino’s flaps. Referred to by a wide variety of names, such as ombrellino and basilica pavilion, umbrellas (fully opened) were once used during Papal Processions through the streets of Rome to protect the Pope from the weather. Today the ombrellino is used as a symbol of a basilica’s special bond to the Papacy. The ombrellino stands half-opened in basilicas throughout the world as a way of symbolically anticipating the arrival of the Pope at a basilica, his “home away from home.”
The papal ombrellino is a revered symbol for all major and minor basilicas, linking them to the Pope in a unique way.

