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St. Anthony Cathedral Basilica’s Papal Tintinnabulum

The Cathedral Basilica’s Papal Tintinnabulum, was also blessed by Pope Benedict XVI on June 28, 2006 and was blessed a second time by the Pontiff on May 23, 2007. This elaborate bell, cast in Padua, Italy, is housed within a beautiful hand-carved gold gilded wooden Italian stanchion (post) that is decorated with the papal keys and tridendum (papal crown), common symbols of our Holy Father and his authority. Also decorating this bell stanchion are three lilies that symbolize St. Anthony’s purity, the Gospel Book and flame symbolizing the eloquent preaching of St. Anthony, and four wheat stalks symbolizing the charity of St. Anthony, who fed the poor. Like the ombrellino, the titinnabulum is an honored Papal Basilica symbol. It originally had a practical function during the Middle Ages and Renaissance of alerting the people of Rome to the approach of Our Holy Father during papal processions.
The papal tintinnabulum is a revered symbol for all major and minor basilicas, linking them to the Pope in a unique way.

